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Jhoughts fram the Secretary

The following is an except from
www.abc.net.au/religion/coronavirus-a-healthy-christian-response-to-covid-
19/12063556

Martin Luther’s response — and ours

A time-honored way is looking to the past. Historically, Christians were no strangers to epi-
demics. Vivian Nutton, the esteemed historian of medicine, writes that from the fourteenth
to eighteenth centuries, “A town would experience an epidemic of plague approximately eve-
ry decade, and a serious devastation once in every generation.” Disease outbreaks were part
of the rhythm of life. Those outbreaks caused by bubonic plague were particularly dreadful,
boasting a fatality rate of 60—90 percent (for COVID-19, it is “only” 1-3 percent).

In response to these outbreaks, Christians wrote man ight theologies,” exploring what
measures Christians could take in good conscience ] ple one may flee a dis-
eased town). Today, the most famous of these 'tin Luther’s letter to his
friend and fellow pastor Johann Hess Nhether it is proper
for a Christian to run a%vay from a no stranger to suffer-
ing. He endured the death an me of his own chil-
dren, and a plethora of al a e ating Luther
for his thoughts, be’caly uther

In 1527, plague struck Wittenberg prompting
classes to be moved to an unaffect hose instead to
venture his life on caring for the si ‘into a makeshift
hospital. So when Luther gave ad ar attending

them.

For Luther, our loving God hidde the places we do
illness and death
should drive us to pray and to care for our souls, re world is not our
lasting home. An epidemic is one of many evils tha ave to take that seri-
ously; but the greater evil is the evil within (Matthe b nke 12:4). Therefore, respond-
ing to an epidemic or any other crisis must involve turning from our sins — chief of which is
the selfish love that gives thought first to self, and only secondly, if we can assure our own

health and safety, to others.

Luther regarded the epidemic as a temptation that tests and proves our faith and love: “our
faith in that we may see and experience how we should act toward God; our love in that we
may recognize how we should act toward our neighbor.” Through faith in God and out of
love for neighbor, Christians must think first how to contribute to the physical and spiritual
care of those who are vulnerable, self-isolated, sick, or dying.
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Only then did Luther permit C}lf@ 18 . e.pi'ivate decisions about whether to flee.
In an era without widespread instituti alized healthcare, Luther wrote that Christians
are under a divine obligation to fill thé : “We must give hospital care and be nurses

for one another in any extremlty or ris the:}ass of salvation and the grace of God.”
N
With lives at risk, Luther encourages Christians to find solace in the promises of God.

The devil tempts us to “horror and repugnance in the presence of a sick person.” But
striking a “blow agains devil is God’s mighty promise by which he encourages those
who minister to the ne ays in Psalm 41, ‘Blessed is he who considers the poor.
The Lord will delive n the day of trouble’.” Therefore, “whoever serves the sick
for the sake of God’s S promise ... has the great assurance that he shall in turn
be cared for. God himself shall be his attendant and his physician, too. What an at-
tendant he is! What a physician!”

What does this mean for us and COVID-19? Our attitude toward CO 9 should be
marked by the Christian virtue of measured concern (“temperate pruden_ >in classical
terms): measured, not panicking | ‘but heeding our Sa vlour J encouragmg warning, “Do
not be anxious about your life ... Do not fear tho aﬁll.‘é! ﬁody but cannot Kill the
isoul” (Matthew 10:28); and concern, r 'ng the evil for what it is and not

comforting our ith falsehoods. Inste icki nd s i SO many
masks that there ’t enough for healthcare workers, ¢ nd toilet pa-
per that others ¢ d any, we should be ask

individual help ed?

Those who are
calling todo g Qi
inealthcafe h:

ion.” It is eas:
?&"- "

: sorhe

t

A
"i' ommuni-
and com-
nitie : ( y ournal-
1sm,' eseal ] : ' : ery
Christla as th ibili it d prmation, hav-
ing nothing ta [

. el-
t'eglon has its oS h | o0 the re-

headedly, and eve

gion. We listen to a espect our ;ﬁbh healt h their
recommendations vitably be i imperfect Rathi !  them, v .ught to
pray for them dail ) : \

- _ “f » . - ‘ - ' ‘
COVID-19 re u at lasting contentmen . and happiness pt to be
found in the p orld but in th gj 1 ]

As ‘we are saved
beatitude is here p
precisely because we

.| ‘-
\ ation nor our
vith patience’,
until we come

to where all good thing ; . 1 where there will be
no longer anything toq 1 ) eafter, such our final
blessedness. -4

f



https://blogs.lcms.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Plague-blogLW.pdf

